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Twelve Angry Men Auditions: 
AUDITIONS 
Monday, August 21 @ 6:30 – 9:00PM   
Callbacks Tuesday, August 22 @ 6:30 

Riverside Playhouse 
Music Theatre of Wenatchee would like to invite everyone to 
audition for this year’s fall production of Twelve Angry Men.   
This classic drama is being directed by MTW regular actor and  
director, Matthew Pippin, and produced by veteran producer 
Melissa Carlson.       
 

Twelve people convene in a jury room in New York City to 
determine if a 16-year-old boy is guilty of the murder of his 
father.  Throughout the play, the jurors battle with questions  
and suggestions as to whether or not there is reasonable doubt  
to the boy's story and to what was represented in the courtroom.  
The audience will observe twelve people from different walks of 
life confined to the dingy jury room, as if watching humanity 
inside of a cage in a zoo.  Will the jurors make the right decision 
by the end of the play?  That is for the audience to decide. 
 

Pippin and his team are looking for both men and women actors, 
ranging in age from 18-65, to fill this cast of 13 people.   
 

The auditions will be held on August 21st from 6:30pm-9:00pm.  
Callbacks will be held the following evening of August 22nd 
starting at 6:30pm.  Auditions will take place, as always, at the 
Riverside Playhouse. 
 

Rehearsals will begin after Labor Day.  Performance dates are 
October 12th-14th, 19th-21st, and 26th-28th at 7:30pm, with a 
matinee on October 22nd at 2:00pm. 
 

If anyone has any questions about auditions, please contact 
Matthew Pippin for more information at nyqueen82@aol.com.  

By Brady Dundas 

 

 

12 ANGRY MEN Character descriptions: 

¶ Foreman:  The Assistant Football Coach.  A fair 
leader but balks at questions of this leadership. 

¶ Juror 2:  The Accountant.  Meek and sullen, has 
trouble getting their opinion out. 

¶ Juror 3:  The Messenger Owner.  Strong and 
extremely opinionated, ears plugged to the 
suggestion of others. 

¶ Juror 4:  The Broker.  Analytical and focused on 
facts, feelings rarely come into play. 

¶ Juror 5:  The Nurse.  While defensive, willing to go 
with the flow and not make waves. 

¶ Juror 6:  The Painter.  Big on heart, slow on 
thoughts and ideas. 

¶ Juror 7:  The Salesperson.  Loud and funny and 
impatient. 

¶ Juror 8:  The Architect.  Compassionate, views both 
sides of the argument, full of doubt. 

¶ Juror 9:  The Retiree.  Quiet and unassuming, frail 
enough to fear younger jurors. 

¶ Juror 10:  The Garage Owner. Extremely critical and 
opinionated, totally afraid. 

¶ Juror 11:  The Watchmaker.  Patriotic immigrant 
embracing the American system of law and to what 
extremes? 

¶ Juror 12:  The Advertiser.  Smart and youthful and 
very easily swayed by weak arguments. 

¶ Bailiff:  Hard worker for the courts who asks no 
questions and tells no lies. 
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Annual BBQ Coming Soon 
Mark your calendars for our annual Music Theatre 
of Wenatchee Barbecue scheduled for Sunday, 
August 27th from 4-6pm!  This will be an 
opportunity for current and prospective members 
to learn about what's happening behind the 
scenes at MTW and preview our upcoming 
productions of Twelve Angry Men and Guys and 
Dolls, as well as enjoy an encore performance by 
the Short Shakespeareans.  All food and drink is 
provided, so please come join us for a fun 
afternoon with friends!              by Dave Williams 

 

 

Open House in Memory of  
Keith Sexson a Wonderful Afternoon 
". . . What a swell party this is."   
And indeed it was. A large throng of people 
flowed through the doors of the Riverside 
Playhouse on June 17th during the open 
house honoring MTW founding member and 
"Mr. Everything", Keith Sexson. Keith passed 
away on May 30th at the age of 90. Friends 
were greeted, stories and memories shared, 
and appreciation expressed for this man who 
had touched so many lives and had spent his 
own life nurturing the theater arts in our 
area. And there was food, lots and lots of 
food that was exquisitely prepared and 
absolutely delicious. MTW would like to 
thank those many members who so willingly 
offered to bring food and to help in any way. 
The event was a "smash hit". Even though 
Keith wouldn't have wanted "all that fuss", 
we did it anyway because we loved him and 
he deserved it. His family was deeply 
touched and very appreciative.  

By Sue Lawson and Arlene Jones 

 
 

 

Remembering Keith Sexson    by Sue Lawson 
He literally came out of nowhere, "nowhere" being the upper Okanogan Valley 
in the 1930's and early '40's. It was a lovely spot but not exactly a thriving mecca 
of the arts. In spite of this, Keith knew from a very early age that he wanted to 
be a performer. During his youth, he had to be content with acting in the few 
high school plays offered at Okanogan H.S. He got his first broad exposure to 
theater while serving in the Navy during WW II. Ironically he was assigned, not 
to a ship, but to a convalescent hospital in the desert, 70 miles east of L.A. He 
worked as a cook and, thanks to the hospital's relative proximity to Hollywood, 
availed himself of every opportunity to go there and gorge himself on as much 
theater activity as he could absorb. After the war, he took some classes at the 
Pasadena Playhouse, a well-regarded theater training facility at that time. 
However, Keith became disenchanted with the California rat race and returned 
home. For a while he attended Eastern WA College (where he met his future 
wife, Erma) but then transferred to the UW where he completed work on his 
B.A. and eventually obtained his master's degree. Keith and Erma were married 
in 1951. The marriage produced two children: Marile and John who both 
inherited Keith's passion for the theater.  After getting his master's, Keith 
accepted the first job he was offered, which was Director of Theater Arts at 
Wenatchee Valley College. The job interested him because he could connect 
with students who came from a similar background as his and who had often 
never seen a play in their lives. He was quite a dashing figure on campus with 
his cocky beret, his shirt open at the collar with no tie and his Clark Gable style 
mustache. He admitted that it was a "look" he deliberately adopted in order to 
get attention and attract students to his program. He worked hard to develop 
that program right up to his retirement in 1981. Shortly after coming to 
Wenatchee, Keith also became involved with Wenatchee Little Theater, the 
existing community theater at that time. The group rehearsed on the second 
floor of a fruit warehouse and performed in the spacious lobby of the Columbia 
Hotel. Then when the Ladies' Musical Club undertook the production of a 
musical at Apple Blossom Festival time, they called on Keith to direct the show. 
The overwhelming success of that effort forced the group to form an entirely 
new and separate organization, Music Theatre of Wenatchee, in order to 
continue offering Apple Blossom musicals. Keith was instrumental in guiding the 
establishment of MTW and directing many of the early and successive 
productions. He also continued to contribute his acting talents and to undertake 
a whole variety of behind-the-scenes assignments. The last big musical he 
directed was Most Happy Fella, but he continued to direct and act in shows, 
work on shows, conduct director training sessions, and serve on the Board of 
Directors for MTW at the Riverside Playhouse and to mentor new theater 
groups in Omak, Chelan and Leavenworth well into his senior years. We're so 
fortunate that he came out of nowhere and helped make this area a somewhere 
for theater arts.         
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APPLAUSE 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP: 
 

Congratulations in Order for 2017  
Scholarship Recipients!! ! 
 

Music Theatre of Wenatchee is proud to award 
scholarships to deserving high school graduates from 
around the area in order to help them further their 
education.   
 

The 2017 scholarship winners are:  
Lucy Wavra from Eastmont High School 
Samantha Stroming from River Academy 
Reid Rayfield from Cascade High School 
Megan Sawyer from Wenatchee High School  

 

MTW congratulates these exceptional students and 
wishes all of them the best of luck in their future 
endeavors.    By Tiffany Mausser 
 

 
 

@ RIVERSIDE 

PLAYHOUSE: 
Parking Lot Sale a Success!!!  
 

As I’m sure many of you will agree, it doesn’t take long 
being in one place in order to accumulate a LOT of 
STUFF. And when we’re talking about a community 
theater, our “stuff” grew to mountainous proportions. It 
was way past time to do a healthy bit of “downsizing”.  
 

Under the ruthless guidance of our fearless leader, Vicki 
Michael, and John Mausser (in the shop), we sorted and 
priced a wide variety of items, from clothing to nuts and 
bolts, literally. A big THANKS goes out to all those who 
helped with this event. 
 

Setting a two-fold goal: 1) clear out some “stuff”, and 2) 
raise some MONEY (we need new carpet in the worst 
way), we succeeded. There is definitely less “stuff” and 
we added $955 to the carpet fund. It’s a start.  
                                           By Nita Paine 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Summer ìCircusí with Short Shakes© 
Short Shakes just finished up their 39th year of summer 
productions with The Taming of the Shrew this August. Over 40 
kids, aged 2-15, performed onstage, with another 6 student 
alumni as production crew. The cast included: Giselle Jensen 
(Katherine), Parker Smith (Petruchio), Hailey & Madison 
Bertram, Lauren Bixby, Abby Carlson, Courtney & Wiley Case, 
Emma & Willa Cenotto, Owen & Torin Clare, Jacob & Samuel 
Davis, Abby Danko, Kade Devereaux, Holly Edwards, Amilia 
Felker, Abbey & Gabe Kimmel, Kai & Mikah Korfiatis, Jackson 
Marotta, Cortez, Cruz & Soraya Martinez, Carson & Kaya 
McKee, Dane Nierman Schmidt, Clark, Lowen & Sawyer Sims, 
Cali Sheets, Dorian & Peyton Smith, Leo, Lila & William Tiffany, 
and Dezmond & Izely White. This year’s production was 
directed by Kelly Atwood, and produced by Amy Smith and Jill 
Sheets, with choreography by Jennifer Williams, and musical 
direction by Amy Edwards. Next year will be the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of Short Shakespeareans by Sherry 
Chastain Schreck. Following in the Short Shakes tradition, next 
year’s production will be A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

 
 
 

MTW Executive Board:    
President: Tiffany Mausser  
President-Elect: Dave Williams  Secretary: Christy Shearer 
Treasurer: Cynthia Brown Past-President: Jeff Heminger 
 

MTW Board Members:  
Kelly Atwood    Brady Dundas   Arlene Jones   Sue Lawson 

John Mausser   Vicki Michael   Nita Paine   Jason Rolfs 
Vern Smith   Bonnie VanHoven                           
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Upcoming  Events : 
 

August 21-22 Auditions 12 ANGRY MEN 
 

August 27           MTW BBQ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

October 12-28       

12 ANGRY MEN 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Coming in 2018:  
 

January 2-4  Open Auditions Guys and Dolls 
  

January Winter Membership Meeting 
 

May 2-12 Guys and Dolls 

2018 Apple Blossom Musical    
      
 

 

         

Membership has its benefits! 
 

Music Theatre of Wenatchee needs your membership to continue 
producing quality plays and musicals. If you haven’t renewed your 
membership, do it today! If you are not a current member, you can 
join today!  
 

Membership Benefits: 
• Our quarterly newsletter 
• Early notice of ticket sales 
• Ticket discounts for "Member Nights" 
• Invitation to semi-annual meetings 
• Members at the Associate Producer level or above are 
 listed in each show program. 
Levels of Sponsorship: 
• $25  Sponsor (no program listing) 
• $50  Patron (no program listing) 
• $100  Associate Producer 
• $250  Producer 
• $500  Executive Producer 
• $1,000+ Benefactor 
 
Contact us online for the membership form and mail your check or 
money order to P.O. Box 3042, Wenatchee, WA, 98807.  
Your membership is very important to us. 

 

233B N Wenatchee Ave 
P. O. Box 3042 
Wenatchee WA 98807-3042 
Phone: (509) 662-7814 
Email:  info@mtow.org 
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